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Great Britain did not become a partner in the Franco-
Soviet Pact, which was the Russian manoeuvre, and
acting on his instructions Mr. Eden made no reference
to general politics, but confined himself to the subject
for which the Conference had been summoned,
namely the suppression of piracy in the Mediterranean.
The latest attempt to implicate Great Britain in the
Spanish civil war, and to embitter her relations with
Rome and Berlin, had failed.

What are the principles upon which the Prime
Minister is basing the foreign policy of his Govern-
ment? In order that there should be no misunderstand-
ing on the point he laid them down explicitly in a
speech in Scotland on isth November, 1937:

The foreign policy of this Government has, of
course, to deal with many situations in different
parts of the world, and the particular application of
that policy must be fixed, must be adapted, to meet
the actual conditions which it finds. I think one may
say that all through it is guided by certain general
principles, and among them I would name these.
First of all the protection of British interests and the
protection of the lives of British nationals; secondly,
the maintenance of peace and, so far as we can
influence it, the settlement of differences by peaceful
methods and not by force; and, thirdly, the promo-
tion of friendly relations with other nations who are
willing to reciprocate our friendly feelings, and who
will keep those rules of international conduct with-
out which there can be no security or stability in this
world,

A few days before, at the Guildhall, Mr. Chamber-
lain had dealt with the matter a little more fully, and